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Abstract : The White Tiger which was awarded the Man Booker Prize in 2008, is unfolds the bitter facts of 
class discrimination and caste system in Indian society. The novel is in epistolary form which presents the 
burning issues like existing caste and caste discrimination, corruption in Indian politics, economic divisions. 
The novel also provides a detailed understanding of the societal and human values through observation of 
different type of discrimination based on income, caste and race. The novel is a form of seven-part letter 
written by the protagonist Balram of the novel to the Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao. 
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Adiga observes the Indian society keenly 
and he exposes it in his novel The White Tiger. 
Throughout the novel he comments on the society, 
culture and politics. The duel nature of caste 
system provides the foundation for ever rising gulf 
between the rich and the poor.  The novel portrays 
the two different image of India ‘The India of light’ 
and The India of dark’. Light is to be considered or 
associated with higher class civilized society and 
‘Darkness’ is with lower class uncivilized, under 
class people. Light is considered with all the 
facilities which help a man in his overall 
development and darkness is with lack of basic 
facilities. T.S. Eliot says in Notes Towards The 
Definition Of Culture:  
What is important is a structure of society 
in which there will be, from ‘top’ to 
‘bottom’ a continuous gradation of 
cultural levels: it is important to remember 
that we should not consider the upper 
levels as possessing more culture. Than 
the lower, but as representing a more 
conscious culture level of culture can also 
be seen as levels of power. (48) 
Superiority and Inferiority complex are 
deeply rooted in the high class and low class. 
Green Blatt also explains about superiority and 
inferiority in New Historicism. The upper caste 
system has its own identity, power and name so 
they are superior in their thoughts, religion and 
society; on the basis of this superior power they 
impose their rude rules and tradition upon lower 
class people. Lower class community has the sense 
of inferiority so they are being unable to go beyond 
of his living standard.  Micah 
Wonnenberg expresses his views on religion and 
culture of India which have gained another 
meaning placing modern India:  
India’s culture and religion have 
imprisoned the minds of the people. 
Munna (or Ashok Sharma; the 
narrator/main character uses several 
names) describes the system as a “Rooster 
coop,” a social situation where “a handful 
of men in this country have trained the 
remaining 99.9 percent—as strong, as 
talented, as intelligent in every way—to 
exist in perpetual servitude” (149). The 
caste system plays a role for Munna in that 
he is asked for his caste when trying to get 
training for driving a taxi, and again when 
appealing to the Stork to become one of 
his drivers. Although he is “Halwai,” a 
group that traditionally makes sweets, he 
is given opportunity because of his 
ambition and persistence (47-53). 
 Adiga is keen observer who gives 
attention over the dark aspect while this has been 
questioned before by many writers like M.R. 
Anand but Adiga serves this in new form, discusses 
in a new way and a new solution too through 
protagonist Balram. Being a true novelist he tries to 
reveal the realistic picture and the truth in his work.  
The novel also discusses the culture of politics 
which does not permit the lower class people even 
to sit on chair. Balram’s father is a rickshaw puller 
who has been waiting for long time for passengers 
standing at a corner. There are many chairs setting 
in a line but he sits on the earth in squatting 
“posture common to servants in every part of 
India.”(24)  
          Balram’s father wanted to get at 
least one of his sons educated, when Balram is get 
Class Discrimination: An Observation of Indian Society in Arvind Adiga’s The White Tiger 
 
 
Asian Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies, 4(12) November, 2016 74 
dropped out of school then his father asserts “I told 
you this fellow has to stay in school.”(29) Balram 
calls himself ‘half backed’ and says-“we were 
never allowed to complete our schooling.”(10) 
Caste system do not allow the lower, class and 
lower caste to go ahead of rich and upper class. 
Balram Halwai is ‘sweet maker’ by caste, when he 
goes to ask for learning driving then he has to face 
this rough social and religious built system-
“Muslim, Rajputs, Sikhs-they’re fighters, they can 
become drivers. You think sweet makers can lose 
long in fourth gear?” (56) 
Balram is an adventurous young boy. The 
whole novel is a collection of his adventurous from 
his village to different cities of India and more 
especially to Delhi and Bangalore. He looks at life 
with a sense of excitement and wonder like 
Munnoo in Coolie by Anand and like Pip in The 
Great Expectations by Charles Dickens. 
 V.S. Naipaul who is considered an 
outside viewer of India, too paints the darkness of 
India. Here Adiga seems to look very close to him. 
Though, Naipaul’s account is based upon his 
outsider observation while Adiga has insider view 
on social construction of India. An Area of 
Darkness by Naipaul “reveals a anarchy of the 
country, the apathy of citizens, the grasp of 
tradition, the display of religiosity, the corruption 
of rules”(Naipaul 86)   
 Balram is witness the migration of rural 
poor to urban centers find work as well as the dirty 
living condition of the poor in Delhi.  In the view 
of Adiga ‘animals’, whipped on by their masters 
but they neither raise their voice nor revolt, even 
they know the future of them in spite of that they 
do not go against of their cruel masters because 
they are not ready to see their family members 
beaten and raped. They do not collect power to 
break the wall of poverty, old tradition, culture and 
a social norm that’s why rich are becoming richer 
and poor are poorer. But it is Balram who breaks 
the chain of darkness and finds light. He believes 
that if lower caste community effort even a bit then 
elimination of poverty is possible. No sooner does 
Balram realizes the importance of identity than he 
efforts to break the coop and ultimately achieves 
his real identity.   
    Balram observes the social suffering and 
compares it to the people living in Darkness. 
Balram represents anarchy of master class by his 
actions along with how master class exploits 
servant class. “These days there are just two castes 
“men with big bellies and men with small bellies 
only two destinies: eat or get eaten up.” (64) 
Balram become aware that he is not part of rich 
that he is one of those being “eaten up” And he 
wants to become part of rich, and there is only one 
way to do that “eat up” someone else. His desire 
for freedom came alive when he visited his native 
village while Mr. Ashok and wife Pinky went on an 
excursion. 
…It was a very important trip for 
me…while Mr. Ashoke and Pinky Madam 
were relaxing…I swam through the pond, 
walked up the hill… and entered the Black 
Fort for the first time…Putting my foot on 
the wall, I looked down on the village 
from there. My little Laxmangarh.  I saw 
the temple tower, the market, the 
glistening line of sewage, the landlords’ 
mansion- and my own house, with that 
dark little cloud outside- the water buffalo. 
It looked like the edge of the fort in the 
direction of my village- and then I did 
something too disgusting to describe to 
you. Well actually, I spat. Again and again 
and then, whistling and humming, I went 
back down the hill. Eight months later, I 
slit Mr. Ashok’s throat. (41-2) 
Through Balram, who plans his crime well 
in advance and his disgusting act of spitting 
repeatedly in the direction of his village indicates  
of final rejection of everything he holds dear, to 
escape from the ‘Rooster Coop’ of painful and 
miserable condition. Balram asserts: “People in this 
country are still waiting for the war of their 
freedom to come from some- where else-from the 
jungles, from the mountains, from the china, from 
the Pakistan. That will never happen. Every man 
must make his own Benares.” (304) 
The novelist has shown two opposite sides 
of the country the Rural India, the backward past of 
the country has different picture from the urban 
areas of the country. Through the voice of Balram, 
“Please understand, you’re Excellency, that India is 
two countries in are, an India of light and an India 
of Darkness..... The ocean brights  light to my 
country.  Every place on the map of India hear the 
ocean is well of But the river” (14)   Balram gives 
his own experience of Mother Ganga which is holy 
river of India “why, I am talking of Mother Ganga, 
daughter of the Vedas, river of illuminator, 
protector of us all, breaker of the chain of birth and 
rebirth. Everywhere this river flows, that area is 
Darkness” (15) such a holy river has turned into 
full of mud and Industrial waste. 
Over the years, India is known as the 
country of villages and the people of these villages 
are suffering and running short of education, 
wealth, nutrition etc in the modern India. As 
Thomas Gray says in Elegy Written in Country 
Churchyard “let not Ambition mock their useful 
toil. (Gray 29)” Balram tells to Jiabao about his 
villages and the life of people who are living there. 
The fictional village is situated in Bodh Gaya 
district. Bodh Gaya is a famous place in India but 
everything is dark there. This is a realistic novel 
which provides the real picture of Bihar: 
The condition of rural is for I proud to 
inform you that Laxmanagarh is your 
typical India village paradise, adequately 
supplied with electricity running water 
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and working telephones, and that the 
children of my village, raise on a 
nutritious diet of meat, eggs, vegetables, 
and lentils, will be found, when examined 
with tape measure and scales, to match up 
to the minimum height and weight 
slandered set by the United Nations and 
other organization where treaties our 
prime minister has signed and whose 
forums he so regularly and pompously 
attends. (19) 
 There is a great difference in physique of 
rich and poor. Nutrition, diet, and daily work of a 
person determine his body structure. Balram’s 
father was a rickshaw-puller and he grew up in 
extreme poverty therefore he has such body. 
Balram’s mother led a miserable life she could 
never bear costly cloths. To live a luxurious life 
remained a dream for her. Throughout her life she 
was ignored by her family member and the society. 
She is getting importance after death she was bore 
with new cloths for her funeral and her value is 
realized after her death. These are some realities of 
India that still exit. Balram says “My Mother’s 
body had been wrapped from head to toe in a 
saffron silk cloth which was covered in rose petals 
and Jasmine garlands. I don’t think she had ever 
had such a fine thing to wear in her life” (16).
  
The novel presents another bitter truth of 
India the difference of class and category can be 
identifying through the physical appearance of a 
person. Balram says:  
A rich man’s body is like a premium 
cotton pillow, white and soft and black. 
Ours are different my father’s spine was a 
knotted rope, the kind that women use in 
villages to pull water from wells, the 
clavicle curved around his neck high 
relief, like a day’s collar, cut and nicks 
and scars, like little whip marks in his 
flesh ran down his chest and waist, 
reaching down blow his hipbone’s into his 
buttocks. The story of a poor man’s life is 
written on his body, in a sharp pen. (27) 
The degrading treatment at the hands of 
employers many instances indicate for the 
humiliation of Balram. Balram was not good at all 
in English pronunciation when he mispronounced 
‘Maal’ for ‘mall’ or ‘pizza’for ‘piJJa’ his 
employers had ironic laughter. The other incidence 
shows the mean mentality of the rich class through 
the lost coin episode. It indicates the mean behavior 
of the master who so bothered about one rupee 
after bribing so many millions of rupees.  Finally 
the road accident added a feather on the cap where 
Balram was forced to accept the crime. “… The 
jails in Delhi are full of drivers who are there 
behind bars because they are taking the blame for 
their good, solid middle-class master,..We have left 
the villages, but masters still own us, body, soul 
and arse. (169 
   Balram’s entrepreneurial life is the 
experience of his success in light. Bangalore is one 
of the major cities of India when science and 
technology of so advance. The basic reason of 
difference in life style is the backwardness of 
education, and economy in rural India. Balram 
says, “You see I am in the light now, but I was 
born and raised in Darkness” (14). 
Balram is a different kind of servant who 
got out of the ‘Darkness’ and found his way into 
the ‘Light’, “See, the dream all their lives of getting 
enough to eat and looking like the rich. And what 
do the rich dream of? Losing weight and looking 
like the poor” (225). He plans to get out of his 
rooster coop and takes a plunge into his 
entrepreneurial world while visiting the National 
Zoo in Delhi he tells Dharam, “Let animals live 
like animals, let humans live like-humans. That’s 
my whole philosophy in a sentence” (276)  
He worked his way out of his low social 
caste and overcame the social obstacles that limited 
his family in the past. Climbing up the social ladder 
through his criminal drive he becomes a 
businessman and runs a car service for the call 
centers in Banglore. Balram feels proud that he has 
done a great job, by breaking the cage of rooster 
coop mentality. He says, 
I think the Rooster coop needs people like 
me to break out it. It needs master like Mr. 
Ashok who for all his numerous virtues, 
was not much of a master- to be weeded 
out, and exceptional servants like me to be 
replace them…I am one of those who 
cannot be caught in India… I’ve made it! 
I’ve broken out of the coop !...I’ll never 
say I made a mistake that night in  Delhi 
when I slit my master’s throat. I’ll say it 
was all worthwhile to know. Just for a 
day. Just for an hour, just for a minute. 
What it means not to be a servant. (320-
21) 
Balram knows how to escape 
from being caught through corrupt means. 
With the hysterical laughter he concludes 
his story of success in blood. The novel 
ends with the terror mechanism. 
According to Andrew, Balram’s 
commentary is replete with irony, paradox 
and age that run like a poison throughout 
every page. 
In creating a protagonist like 
Balram in The White Tiger, Adiga has 
come forward to make subaltern speak 
through crime? Gayatri Chakravorty 
Spivak’s concept of Subaltern leads to the 
premise that subaltern cannot speak. It not 
a classy word for oppressed, for other, for 
somebody who’s not getting a piece of the 
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pie, but it signified “proletarian,” whose 
voice could not be heard being structurally 
written out of the capitalist bourgeois 
narrative.(Kilburn.1996)  
 Adiga raised the same issues which have 
been emerged in old India but he highlights them in 
a new form a new way. As caste system is one of 
the predefined issues most of the Pre-Indian writer 
lifted up the question but Adiga, here, uses in 
different perspective. There were four castes in old 
India but in modern time caste system has been 
converted into class system. And the fourth 
category of castes is used as lower class as Adiga 
calls the category ‘Rooster Coop’.  He redefines 
India from his perspective. The novel is an 
excellent social commentary of India which 
analyzed the socio-cultural and economic condition 
of India with all its complexities. The novel not 
only raised many issues like inequality, class 
discrimination, caste system, corruption and 
injustice in the society but also alarmed the 
dangerous consequences to the society.  
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